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Colomel J. L Cofley,

e 3 b

L - 3 FEB 1959

Office of the Special Aszsistant

' to the Presideat for Security

Qperations Coordination
The White House
Washington 25, D. C.
Dear Calonel Coffey:

In reppmnse 1o mr AROFARGNR ragaTding Aagsacy represis-

'uﬂa on the Prasisent's Comusittes ca Information Activities 2b cac,

1 am attaching & bicgraphy of Air, | | wie will a5 y 25X1
rapresentstive on hw Committes Siaff. :

1 enpect to participatn in the work of the Commitses icaeil,
with Mz, | |sezving as my Deputy for this parpose u
raguired.

uz; Spragus has beas told of these nominations,

We will provide & competent secretary and are CMEFehily
selecting the best quaiified cne available. [ will see that yeu ars
given her nAme as soca as posaible.

Lappreciate Mr. Spragne’s willingness to receive suggestie s

- At this peint o2 the scope sad metiod of conduct of the Corernitiee s

work. We sre giving this a Iot of thought ane will pass ca sur iiess
shartly.

Eimceraly,
R i.m.‘l.i] ,i
Allen W. Dulles ?

Director
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM %OR: Mr. Livingsten T. Merchant
Under Secretary of tste for
Folitical Affairs

Mr. Allea Dulles v
Lirector, Centrsl In:elligence Ageucy

Mr. Gesrge Allen
Directer, U.S. Infermation Agency

aMr. John . Irwin
Assistant Seeretary of Defense for
International Security Affairs

During Mr. Harr': absence I have, at the regquest ¢of
Mr. Sprague, undertaien to obtain nominee: for the sieff of th
President's Cemmittee on Information Activities Abrosd, of wmsh
you will be & member. Imitially each ageacy repreasented on thy
Committes is requested (3 HUMIREYE ‘58e B offcer aad one @ :cr:
AT R..,H‘efé 37 & three-menths’ period beglaming 135 Februar;.
wiih the wnderstanding that it may subsequently be necessary &
expand this swaff slightiy. The White Housc will provide additoma
staff personnel, quarters for the Commitiee, and admialstrativ
support, and will fund tosts other than thore of deparimitnial vipr:
sentatives, staff officer., and secretaries.

While 1 am sure that each agency will wish to aeminate ualy
the most highly-qualified and capable individuals, it may be he pfu
to have some general suggestions &s to dssirable gualification:s.
The experience of the Jackson Committes and the scope of ihe
sctivities of this commiitec would indicate that staff officer: s :out:
be informed, articulate, and good writers, They should be exoserisan o
in interdepartmentsal worx sed, if possible, have deveiope: cowie:
aad understmading of othsr departmental operations, sither threugh
this experience or through theovetical stadies, as mt the Nadora:
War College. The smaii sise of the staff and the wide scope :f ke

QFFICIAL U3E kLY
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stady virtually require that staff officers ba both broadly tarii er
with national security policy aad programs and expert in cne £+ = -
of the sub-areas to be examined, such as :nformational nctivit e-.
psychological warfare operations, economic warfare, 2tc. 4k ie
rank is not irnportant as compared to qualifieations, it I+ pres moe.
that principal staff nominees would hold at least the ranik of o« ione
or captain in the armeé forces or the equivalent civilian grace

It is requested that those agemcies which have not coae &
forward to this office by Wednesday 3 February the naszaes ai :asi
staff nominees, together with a brief resume of their experience

and qualifications, so that Mr. Sprague may be in & bettor pow .o :

judge the need for additional competence in particular srvas of .t
After the Comumiites ha: begun its work, it is possible that &g mcic
may be asked to nominate additional staff persomnel or t¢ av:i ! u
developing information reguired for particalar aspects of the siidy
however, the scope of such additional assistance cannot tow e
determined.

Mr. Sprague has asked me to tell you that he will appr« cia

any suggestions fram you or frogn the staff nominees a: ‘¢ ke ccc. .

and method of conduct ¢f the inquiry. While final decisions a o
the approach will be made by Mr. Sprague and Mr. Nielien (.2

Staff Director), it may be useful to have some preliminary s v

of these matters; to this end I shall try to arrange for a reeetiay
the staff nominees early in February.

e/ Special Arcistan:
to the Prasident for Securit,
Operations Ceordination

o v PorAlial Ges? bhiy
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ME’MORANDUM FOR: Mr. Dulles ;

Copies of the attached havefbeen sent to Tor .
| |to prepare a reply fcr
your signature. Tom has recommended that we
handle the requests contained in Coffey's memo in
two bites -- (1) a memo to Coffey nominating
[ |as the CIA staff representative for|
the Sprague Committee -- also designating a
secretary, (2) the request contained in the last
paragraph of Coffey’'s memo for suggestions fron
you and/or the staff nominee as to the scope and
method of the conduct of the inquiry to be handlec
in a separate reply. Since this will take a little
time, Coffey is to be advised of this in ;memo
referred to in 1 above.

5&? (DATE)
(29 Jan 60)

FORM NO. 10l REPLACES FORM 10-101
t AUG S4

WHICH MAY gE USED. &)
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